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By LAWRENCE REAMER.
plays by actors In the

TlinnB of a week Is more than
usual allowance. E. II.

Sothern, Maudo Kulton and J. H. Ben-rlm- o,

however, contributed the supply
cfnew plays seen during the past week.
It la almost as dldlcult to group tlio
dramatic compositions of tho actor as
It Is to classify them broadly under
one generic term.

But there aro qualities common to
til the plays of actors. They are

gifted with arms. In fact,
they arc likely to consist altogether of
arms which are In turn by way of
being Ions and reaching out

for the coincidence which Is
uch an essential part of dramatic

luccess In tho old fashioned play.
Ami tlio plays of actors aro almost
certain to bo old fashioned. Theatrical
effectiveness rather than logical de-

velopment, deference to art rather
than nature and the exhibition of
humor for Its own sake rather than
u an inevitable result of the charac-
ter these are eomo of tho traits com-

mon to plays written by actors. It
must not be forgotten that the plays of
Arthur Wing Plnero, tho despised Bou-clca-

and Gcorgo M. Cdhan of his
tune, nro tho work of actors. Then
there is always a prototype greater
than any of them to whom all the
playwrights of tho ages since the'
golden Elizabethan days pay hypert-
onia. Yet his aro actor's plays.

A singular characteristic of these
pieces Is the attraction that the char-
acter of a writer possesses for them.
Ijnorant of tho writer's arts and
usually of tho education that might
make It posslblo for them to become
men of letters without long years
of preparation, yet the fascination
of the literary worker Is too strong

I Si
A PLAY A WEEK HERE.

IRVING PLACE"Im Club-tesse- l"

(In the Easy Chair) will
be the novelty offered by the
German repertory players on
Wednesday evening. Other plays
will be "Das Grosse Llcht" Mon-
day, "Armut" Tuesday and "Ho-he- it

tanzt Walzer" Thursday.
BRONX OPERA HOUSE

"Captain Kidd, Jr., from the
Cohan & Harris Theatre, with
Edith Taliaferro, Zelda Sears,
Adelc Rolland, Otto Kruger,
Ernest Stallard and others of the
original company, will be the at-
traction.

STANDARD "The Yellow
Jacket," the Coburn production
of the Hazelton-Benrim- o play
from a season at the Cort and
Harris theatres, will be given at
the upper Broadway playhouse
for the week.

CLIFTON

for the actor to resist once he seta
out to be an author.

Like the moth about the light, the
actor aa playwright flickers and flut-
ters. This mysterious Individual Is
so far removed from the play actor
that nothing seems Impossible to this
character. The author may even take
into his home a girl from the Night
Court or Bet out to write a play with
a guide at his elbow, and thus take
his character out of life Just as a
cook goes to work with her recipe
on the table and her Ingredients In
the kitchen dresser.

Of course, a man of letters would
never seem so wonderful to 'any but
an actor. But he serves as the hero
of these two plays. In the case of
Mr. Sothern It Is surprising that even
a literary hero should have frightened
the dramatist out of" all respect for
Illusion. After all, the sense of Illu-

sion is the life of the theatre, and
without It any play is bound to foil of
effectiveness on the stage, however
amusing It may seem to the writer.

It la always agreeable to record
the artlstlo progress of the cinema.
We hear much of the genuine art
Influence at work in the fruitful field
of the moving picture, although'
there are persons discerning enough
In other departments of knowledge
to believe that the advance In this
popular form of diversion has no far
been altogether scientific. The Im-

provement In the technical means of
the cinema is to these observers of
the movie game its most notable
feature.

Has there been any general advance
in the character of the stories of these
plays? Are the plots not aa banal and
stereotyped as ever and below tho
average of the melodramas that used
to bo played In the cheaper type ot
theatre.? How, for Instance, docs the
picture play exhibit any superiority
over its prototype of the old Bowery
days?

Of course, the reproduction of actual
events which may be taken to Include
scenes of travel and Interesting forms
of Industry are not Included In the list
of the photographed melodramas. But
In order to gather some Impression of
the character of tho weekly output of
this kind of "art" It Is necessary only
to refer to tho weekly Journal which
analyzes these recurring films with
rough, if acute, critical genius.

One week would be as good as an
other. The supply of "art" varies lit'
tie. It is Interesting, however, to select
the most recent of these masterpieces
of tho cinema art Here is, for In-

stance, an account of one:
"It is the tale of a woman trans-

planted from the slmplo social gayetlcs
of a small town to New York by the
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man she married. Bhe misses the little
social functions, but he, engrossed In

the struggle for success, sticks to his
law books and falls to take his wife out
into society. The result la that ehe be-

comes mixed In with one of the Bo-

hemian sets and two men make a play
for her. One Is tho son of her hus-

band's employer and tho other an
elderly roue. Tho husband divorces
her and she marries the employer's son.
His father cuts him off and the boy
takes to gambling for a living. Be-

tween wine, cards and a 'vamp ho
soon goes 4o the devil entirely, despite I

tho fact that his wife tries hard to savo
him. Finally the elderly roue, who has
never given up the thought of winning
me aiii'tiiuji ul mo juuiiK vine, iimuia
some money which the boy steals. The
wife, learning of it, takes tho money
away from the husband and returns It.
Tho 'vamp,' figuring a new method of
blackmail that is as old as the hills, re
pairs to the apartment of tho roue with
tho husband. The two break down the
door, and the husband, egged on by
the 'vanip,' demands $50,000 for his
wife's stolen affections. There Is a
struggle and tho rouo Is killed with a
blow from a statuette. The husband
then calls on the man that he suc-

ceeded as husband to the little country
girl to get him out of the clutches of
the law. Ho is acquitted on the strength
of tho plea that husband No. 1 makes,
which shows up tho little girl as black
as possible. But later the

overhears tho talk between his
latoly acquitted client and the 'vamp'
and sees with whom tho fault lay. He
then rushes to find the llttlo girl whose
headstrong desire for the lights and
gayetles of New York's night life led
her to wreck her happiness. The finish
of the story Is weak. The girl on
leaving the courtroom wanders toward
High Bridge and Is about to commit
suicide, but Is rescued by one of the
detectives In the employ of husband
No. 1, and all ends happily with her
resting In his arms. This is the sort of
melodrama "that tho shop girls, &c, ex-

pect as on Inner view of high social
life, and as long as they want it and
are willing to pay for It tho picture
producers might Just as well turn It
out. But as for advancing the screen
art It won't go a very long way."

Here is more of the same:

"Wo have had tho story before In
many forms that of a rich man's son
who is disowned by his father because
he refuses to abandon art for business.
In this Instance, however, the boy
doesn't become a world-famou- s painter,
but a common drunkard, eventually re-

deemed by the daughter of a dive-keep- er

on the iBarbary Coast. Also In

this Instance the scenes depicting life
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WZSW wjySCSUo HlHNNVr---- T I possibly bo made to bear any relationIfcdillferrH T to art by the most enthusiastic ad- -
I IIIIHHttYT htora. "The hero Inherits a fortune Ulrer of the cinema.
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in Frisco Just prior to the earthquake
rank with the best of that sort of
motion picture work. The 'dive' stuff
Is so vivid that its realism is posi-
tively startling."

How elevating these may be to con-

template ono may realize, yet there
are still more of these recent contribu-
tions.

"Aro Passions Inherited" has a
sound that might suggest tho socio
logical uplift that Is so often promised.
But read, mark, learn, but do not In-

wardly digest the following scenario:
"The story deals with a bad boy who

beats his wife and is sent to Jail for
fifteen years, his wife dying and their
child reared by a widow. Tho child In-

herits some of the bad in her father,

with her life an up and down affair
between good and bad. After a lapse
of flfteen years she becomes a plant In

a dance hall and barely escapes in sev
cral escapades. She meets a West-

erner and Is married, going to his
ranch to live. Sho leaves him to re-

turn to her former haunts, and with a
few more complications arising the
thing comes to a satisfactory finish.
The best portion of this production is
the ranch stuff, which shows ?ome typ- -

that
teresting. prepared MaT0
dance when dies. duke follow
flght; girl Inland things

artist
Improvement oJ

cinema theso g'" upset

THE WEEK'S NEW PLAY.

Somerset Maugham's New Comedy at the Theatre.
W. Somerset Maugham, has the English and American

stage during the past ten years "Lady Frederick," "Jack Straw" and
"Mrs. has new comedy entitled "Our Betters,"
for three acts satirizes the tuft of England and America and
especially those Americans who have gone abroad, whether to London
or to the Continent, to titles at any John D. Williams
will produce Mr. Maugham's comedy at the Hudson Theatre

night. American colony in London, made socially am-
bitious men and women have expatriated themselves and whose
only code is "If at first you don't succeed, climb, climb again," is the
group characters that Mr. Maugham employs in play. They are
all modelled from life. are good Americans in this colony

bad ones, fine English people with wastrels; exposi-
tion these characters is said: to be sharp, but for the representation
is claimed extraordinary the wisdom of sound morals is reaf-
firmed the exhibition of bad morals.

Mr. Maugham's "Our Betters" is comedy characters
literal transcript of an but accidentally important group of arti-
ficial people whom a special environment has clothed with more

All of the women characters are of American
origin. They have gone been sent wealthy
parents to marry titles and thereby whitewash their American begin-
nings. One of titled women is visited by her younger sister, who
has gone to duplicate her "big sister's" career, and if possible marry
an earl, since her sister only married lord. The girl, quite fine
nature, is then introduced into this artificial group. She meets
young nobleman has been marked out her; high social life
abroad is revealed to her she had expected, and without much
qualification what happens to Miss Hodgson Chicago and
Miss Saunders of New York when after brilliant American coming

she buys and lives abroad.

from his father, who expresses In his
a wish that he the hus-

band of Vera Morton. The speci-

fies that Jack Ballanttne scttlo down
he acquires the bulk of the In-

heritance. Ho tackles a
scheme, but that falls, taking with It

I tin ftnrt Titai r. V.n ftotta n ni.a.
light and during a rough and tumble
battle over tho referee's Bal-lantl-

thinks he has killed the arbiter
and rushes a wild trip out of town.
Tho train is held un by bandits and

I Ballnnttno wndes through the lot,
' knocking them as fast as

they oome, Ilnnlly disappearing when
ho sees the sheriff, who, he Imagines.
is after him

rough

Introducing
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Tbelr Important
of

reflection extraor-
dinary of players
"The Wanderer" Manhattan

say that ono tho
the by

tho 120 sheep
tho first act

these chops tho hoof was the
most encountered
by Dr. Martin Potter, famous
animal expert who animal
for all tho Dr.

action furnished elephants tho Hip- -

right through tho balance of ' lions for Coney Island,
for rural plays, horses for Hur,"ture. with Ballantine battling right cllckens fo..Way nast... don.

left, knocking opponents hither for "Carmen" at the
thither finally the compllca-- ! pclltan Opera and various other

tlons are ndjusted when Jane comes actors during tho period
into his life. Jack settles down after LlllVZsaving her from a gang

lamb

until

had sheep
necks. And so It goes. Here Is tho , for nnv nroduction,
last and possibly best all: "And training these sheep was the

"A peasant girl dancer discovered1 toughest Job I tackled." the,,,, . .,. .. . last week me .Mannaitan.
with

grad attend school. The sense. blamed things
girl Is set In n beautiful home with have or brains. The old ox-h- er

duke meeting all Pression sheep following leader
uwn lurn to 00 iruo in uiis cape.

ical Western life still remains in-- ! Progress In the line Is ,,.,,, ,,, .,, ,,,
The picture has abun-- , sho is make hcrj across Ul0 ln tho tluvt

ot action, one continual but her mother the other sheep him
ls most attentive, the falls what did tho blamed
lovo with brother while stampeded at tho first

Jumped over the foot- -
w"nB her withthere notice-- 1 0nQ ed
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over this state of but
the return of her brother's confidence

her by him the artist
as the man she Is marry. The duke,
uiHin hearing of her love affair, ls

enraged and has the artist
The girl makes as

and wins immediate favor.
Her lover, however, is sentenced
Siberia and she gives up all to go with
him, his releaso being promised by a
prince with whom tho girl ls friendly.
The duke the meantime had been

these Doubtless thcro
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fectly good bass drum by falling Into
It and another fool thing Jumped off
a platform forty feet high and broke
Us neck. All the stage hands had
nice fresh lamb chops the next day
and It didn't cost them a cent cither.
Honestly, tho way those sheep be-

haved made mo almost lose tem-
per, but I persevered und finally wo
got them real quiet.

"But when It came to dress rehearsal
the things broke loose again.
Finally tho only thing could do was
to fence them In, build scenery along
the edge of tho on which thcy
came down tho side of the hill, put a
rouDla of dotr lwhlnit thorn tn m:il:n

'killed by her brother, who found him them go fast and then lead tho old ram
111 treating jus sister.- - across tlio stage, .rttr that !t was

easy. There was no place for
actors to go but forward. If

These are not "shockers" put the they turned around and tried to go
b;,c,: t,,e would ami ind'xw bark, thl-- j

market by irresponsible companies,
way wo finally taught tho blamed

but tho weekly of theaverage supply th,ngs thnt a wp want(1(, Ulom , f)0
cinema. There aro undoubtedly van- - wnit to go straight across tho ctago
ous highly meritorious de-- and make a quick exit. It w.is the
tails to Ix. observed in the revelation toughest thing I ever tried to doto
of stories. are

Opera to

darned
wo

runway

on

train theso spring lambs."
It takes seven motor trucks to take

beautiful pictures and poses llu, Bnec,, , nnd from tno Manhattan
of the characters probably abound, But Opera Houso from tho on
of "art"? Is thero u traco' Thirty-eight- h stroct. where "Doe"

of It. From tho contemplation of tho

town.

Potter his four footed netnrs.
Thfirn t n lnw Voiv V..rl.' iMrh

plays described here, there the,)rohlblt3 sheep
could result only a certain form of di- - Otherwise "Doc" Potter would

And that form could notldrlvo flock down avenue,
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NEWMAN TRAVELTALK
PEKIN E. M. Newman vis-

ited Pekin last summer, and in
his traveltalk to be given this
evening and afternoon
at Carnegie Hall he will review
his impressions with the aid of
motion and stilt pictures of the
ancient city and its wonders.

and turn Into the stage door on Thirty-fift- h

street. Instead of that tho auto-
mobile trucks aro used. The uheep aro
packed in like sardines rvcrv ight ut
7:30 and aro transported to the stage
door. Then! tho keepi'r r.ngs In on tho
time clock and reports to tho doorman
"No sheep missing and then
takes the actors lnsido of th theatre.

Tho sheep are used only three mln-tite- i,

parading across the stage ac-
cording to schedule and then are
driven into corral in the corner, loaded
on tho waiting nuto trucks ami sent
back to the btablep. They aro fed threo
times a day. They have nlro comfort-
able quarters to sleep in, and alto-
gether aro probably tho best behaved
and best trained actors ln New York.
Thcy don't have to worry about get-
ting slaughtered; there Is no danger
of their being sent to feed the armv In
France; they are sure of a nice, warm,
prosperous winter and ln nearly every
way thete four footed actors are hav-
ing a much nicer time than many n
cold and hungry thesplan walking
Broadway.

Current Productions.
Astor, "Her Soldier Boy";

Bandbox, "The Lodger": o,

"Little Lady in Blue";
Booth, "A Successful Calamity";
Bramhall, "Keeping Up Appear-
ances"; Casino, "You're In
Love"; Century. "The Century
Girl"; Cohan, "Come Out of the
Kitchen"; Cohan & Harris, "The
Willow Tree"; Corned v. the
Washington Square Players;
Cort, "Upstairs and Down"; Cri-
terion, "Johnny Get Your Gun";
Eltinge, "Cheating Cheaters";
Empire, "A Kiss for Cinderella";
Forty-eight- h Street, "The 13th
Chair"; Fulton, "Pals First";
Gaiety. "Turn to the Right";
Garrick. "Stranger Than Fic-
tion." Globe, "The Harp of
Life"; Harris, "The Brat"; Hip-
podrome, "The Big Show"; Hud-
son. "Our Betters"; Irving Place,
German repertory; Knickerbock-
er. "The Professor's Love Story";
Liberty. "Have a Heart"; Little,
"The Morris Dance"; Longacre,
"Nothine But the Truth": Ly.
ceum, "The Great Divide"; Man-
hattan Opera House. "The Wan
derer"; Morosco, "Canary Cot-
tage": Maxine Elliott's, "Magic"
and "The Little Man"; New Am-
sterdam, "Miss Springtime";
Playhouse, "The Man Who Came
Back": Princess. "Oh, Boy!";
Republic, "Lilac Time"; Shubert,
"Love o' Mike": Thirtv. ninth
Street, "Old Latlv 31"; Winter'
Garden, "Show of Wonders."

Motion Pictures Broadway,
"T'-- e Barrier"; Lyric, "The Hon-
or System": Forty-fourt- 'i Street,
Geraldine Farrar in "Joan the
Woman"; Park, "The Crisis."
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